Association analysis between a VNTR intron 8 polymorphism of the dopamine transporter gene (SLC6A3) and obsessive- compulsive disorder in a Brazilian sample.
Family, twin and segregation analysis have provided evidences that genetic factors are implicated in the susceptibility for obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD). Several lines of research suggest that the dopaminergic system may be involved in the pathophysiology of OCD. Thus, the aim of the present study was to investigate a possible association between a polymorphism located in intron 8 of the dopamine transporter gene (SLC6A3) and OCD in a Brazilian sample composed by 208 patients and 865 healthy controls. No statistical differences were observed in allelic and genotype distributions between cases and controls. No association was also observed when the sample was divided according to specific phenotypic features such as gender, presence of tic disorders, co-morbidity, and age at onset of obsessive-compulsive symptoms (OCS). Our results suggest that the intron 8 VNTR of the SLC6A3 investigated in this study is not related to the susceptibility for OCD in our Brazilian sample.